OTTOMAN EGYPTIAN SILVER MARKING 


HOW TO READ EGYPTIAN MARKS (From “Silver collection”): 


bttps://www.silvercoll 
ection.tt/EGYPTSIL 
VERHALLMARKS 


html 


The ancient Turkish tughra mark used before adoption of Egyptian marking. 


The Ottoman Empire conquered Egypt in 1517. France occupied the country from 1798 to 1891, after which it 
reverted to Turkish rule. Britain took over the administration in 1882, seizing the country at the outbreak of 


WWI. It became independent in 1922. 


The first hallmarks were introduced by Turkey in 1575 but the first "modern" marks were adopted in the 19th century. 


In this period three laws were passed regarding hallmarking in Egypt: 


i In 1847 a law known as the Gashanjy Law was passed during the reign of Khedive Abbas I. This regulated the 
standards of gold and silver, and indicated how metals should be marked. It appears, however, that it did not make 


marking compulsory. 


IL. In the reign of Khedive Abbas Helmy II (1892-1914) a second law was passed that regulated the hallmarking 
process, and stipulated standards in gold and silver. The silver standards were, respectively, .900/.800/.600/.450. 


Unfortunately, isn't known the actual year in which the act was enacted and brought into force. 


Ill. In the reign of Sultan Hussein Kamel (1914-1917) a third law was passed "which prohibited the buying and selling 
of any precious metals that were not stamped by the Egyptian assay office". Hence it seems that it is only from the 
time of the third law that marking became compulsory. Unfortunately, it's uncertain the actual year in which this 


law was enacted and brought into force (possibly 1916). In this period the .450 standard was abolished. 


THE LION MARKS 


tes, 
betps/www silvercollect rà 
ion it/[EGYPTSILVER 
HALLMARKS btml 


The lion mark and the assay office mark with silver fineness in use before 1916. 


The lion mark and the assay office mark with silver fineness in use before 1916. The "lion" mark (vaguely similar to 
English "lion passant”) was abolished under British rule. Before 1916 the town is shown below the numerical 


fineness 


REGIONAL MARKS OF THE ASSAY OFFICE (PRE 1916) 


bttps://www.silvercollect A a 
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HALLMARKS html 


BENI SOUEF CAIRO 


POST OTTOMAN SILVER SYSTEM 


bttps://www.silver 
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Ñ In 1916 was introduced a marking system with date letters, similar to British model. 


IL. The mark consisted of the "standing cat facing left with raised tail into a square with cut-corners frame". 


Ill. In October 1946, the silver mark was changed to the "lotus flower blossom" (papyrus according to Miller's). 


TURKISH MARKING SYSTEM 


bttps://www.925- 
1000. com/foreign 
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Turkey 


top ~ Ottoman Empire 

? - 1923 

Tughra Mark of the Sultan & Standard Mark 
.800 & .900 used 


middle ~ Turkish Republic 
marks used from 1923 


bottom ~ Turkish Republic 
marks used 1939-1942 


bttps://moorabool. ‘Tourgha’ p Name of 
com/2022/05/29/ signature of = workshop 
a Sultan Abdulaziz 
1861-76 90 - for 90/100 
parts silver 
‘sah’ - Silver coves 


Egyptian Silver Hallmark signature of Sultan Abdulaziz 1861-76 


EGYPTIAN SILVER HALLMARK SIGNATURE OF SULTAN 
ABDULAZIZ 1861-76 


The marks are found on each component, ie. body, lid & flower knop. The ‘tourgha’ is the Islamic calligraphic 


signature of the Sultan, with each Sultan having his own. The form of this one places it in Egypt. 


Next to this is the ‘sah’ mark, in this case stating ’90’ as the 90% assay of silver content. The mark of the maker is found 
engraved on the base, within two zig-zag lines. These lines were the result of the assayer taking a sample to test the 


silver content, and act as further proof of the .900 grade of the silver. 
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The Time period of Silver mark can Sometimes be judged by the Tughra, though on many silver pieces, the detail is 


OTTOMAN TUGHRA 


TURKISH SULTANS & TUGHRA AFTER Gashanjy Law 1847 


4 July 1918 - 
1 November 1922 
(4 years, 120 days) 


36 | Mehmed VI 


Mehmed VI 


4 July 1918 - 1 November 1922 


27 April 1909 — 
3 July 1918 
(9 years, 67 days) 


35 | Mehmed V 


Mehmed V 
27 April 1909 - 3 July 1918 


31 August 1876 — 
27 April 1909 
(32 years, 239 days) 


Abdul 
Hamid I 


34 


Abdul Hamid II 


31 August 1876 - 27 April 1909 


30 May — 31 August 


33 | Murad V 1876 
(93 days) 


Murad V 
30 May — 31 August 1876 


25 June 1861 — 


32 Abdulaziz 30 May 1876 


Abdulaziz 
25 June 1861 - 30 May 1876 


1 July 1839 — 
Abdulmejid È; 
31 25 June 1861 


I 
(21 years, 359 days) 


Abdulmejid I 
1 July 1839 - 25 June 1861 


not fine enough to distinguish the exact Tughra. 


(14 years, 340 days) 


$ 


+ 


Son of Abdulmejid I and 
Giilistu Kadın (later 
became the adoptive son 
of Sayeste Hanim) 

œ Sultanate abolished. 

e Left Istanbul on 17 
November 1922. 


Died in exile in Sanremo, 
Italy on 16 May 1926. 


Son of Abdulmejid I and 
Gülcemal Kadın (later 
became the adoptive son 
of Servetseza Kadın). 


Reigned as a figurehead of 
Mehmed Talat, İsmail 
Enver, and Ahmed Cemal 
Pashas 


Reigned until his death. 


Son of Abdulmejid I and 
Tirimüjgan Kadın (later 
became the adoptive son 
of Rahime Perestu 
Sultan). 

Reluctantly allowed the 


First Constitutional Era on 
23 November 1876 and 
then suspended it on 13 
February 1878, 


Forced to restore the 


Second Constitutional Era 
on 3 July 1908; 

Deposed after the 31 
March Incident. 


Confined to Beylerbeyi 
Palace where he died on 
10 February 1918. 


œ Son of Abdulmejid I and 
Sevkefza Sultan. 


œ Deposed due to his ill 
mental health a 


œ Ordered to reside in 


| Çırağan Palace where he 


| died on 29 August 1904. 


© Son of Mahmud II and 


Pertevniyal Sultan, 


CY œ Deposed by his ministers. 
+ Found dead (suicide or 


A 


murder) five days later. 


(tanzimat Kermani) that 
launched the Tanzimat 
period of reforms and 
reorganization on 3 
November 1839 at the 
behest of reformist Grand 


vizier Mustafa Resid 
Pasha. 
Accepted the Islāhat Hatt-ı 


Hiimavin (Imnerial 


BEDOUIN JEWELRY 


BEDOUIN JEWELRY 


UNESCO 


https://en.unesco.o 
r¢/silkroad/conten 
t/traditional-bedo 
uin-crafts-jeweller 


y 


Traditionally, Bedouin jewelry (pictured above) is made of silver, usually studded with amber, coral, agate, cornelian, 
pearls or turquoise. Most pieces are large and dramatic. Necklaces and pendants characteristically feature silver 


bells, balls, coloured beads, coins and links of intricate chainmail mesh. 


Bracelets and anklets are chunky and heavy, some weighing as much as 200 grams. Their surface is usually embossed 


with calligraphy and can be left unadorned or set with semiprecious stones. 


SOUTHERN NEGEV BEDOUIN JEWELRY - MANDATE PERIOD 


BOOK 


https//archive.org Palestinian 
a COSME 
acostu wetr/p : 

by Weir, 


age/196/mode/2u 
p Shelagh, author 


bracelets worn by the 
ndate period, 


mad 


Publication 
date 1989 


Finger, ear, nose and head ornaments are varied in their style, but most have their surfaces decorated with either 


abstract motifs or flowing curvilinears inspired by the teachings of the holly Qur'an. 


Bedouin women receive their jewelry as a wedding present. Customarily, a prospective bridegroom pays the bride's 


father a dowry, part of which he uses to buy jewelry for his daughter. 


Under Muslim law, any jewelry bestowed on the bride in this nuptial settlement becomes her own property and 


insurance in times of need. 


Talismanic necklace, probably Negev 
bed. 


Detail of glass necklaces, made in Hebron, 
Mandate period or e: 


we Woman, Al'Azacmeh bedouin, Negev desert, 1974 
ing f hair slide with gold 


Woman, AL’Azazmeh bedouin, Negev desert, 1974 
She is wearing bead necklaces, a gold af 


https://en.wikiped 
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NEGEV BEDOUIN IN THE 
OTTOMAN EMPIRE 


EL-HEDJAZ 


| 
1908 map of the Bedouin tribes © 


Most of the Negev Bedouin tribes migrated to the Negev from the Arabian Desert, Transjordan, Egypt, and the Sinai 


from the 18th century onwards. 


Traditional Bedouin lifestyle began to change after the French invasion of Egypt in 1798. The rise of the puritanical 
Wahhabi sect forced them to reduce their raiding of caravans. Instead, the Bedouin acquired a monopoly on 
guiding pilgrim caravans to Mecca, as well as selling them provisions. The opening of the Suez canal reduced the 
dependence on desert caravans and attracted the Bedouin to newly formed settlements that sprung up along the 
canal. 

Bedouin sedentarization began under Ottoman rule2A following the need in establishing law and order in the Negev; 


Ba TIn 1858, a new Ottoman Land Law 


the Ottoman Empire viewed the Bedouins as a threat to the state's control. 
was issued that offered the legal grounds for the displacement of the Bedouin. Under the Tanzimat reforms 
instituted as the Ottoman Empire gradually lost power, the Ottoman Land Law of 1858 instituted an 
unprecedented land registration process which was also meant to boost the empire's tax base. Few Bedouin opted 
to register their lands with the Ottoman Tapu, due to lack of enforcement by the Ottomans, illiteracy, refusal to 


pay taxes and lack of relevance of written documentation of ownership to the Bedouin way of life at that time. 2 


At the end of the 19th century Sultan Abdul Hamid II (Abdülhamid II) undertook other measures in order to control 
the Bedouin. As a part of this policy he settled loyal Muslim populations from the Balkan and Caucasus 
(Circassians) among the areas predominantly populated by the nomads, and also created several permanent 


. . . . . 2 Pat . 
Bedouin settlements, although the majority of them did not remain. n 1900 an urban administrative center of 


Beersheva was established in order to extend governmental control over the area. 


Another measure initiated by the Ottoman authorities was the private acquisition of large plots of state land offered by 
the sultan to the absentee landowners (effendis). Numerous tenants were brought in order to cultivate the newly 


acquired lands. 
And the main trend of settling non-Bedouin population in the Palestine remained until the last days of the empire. By 
the 20th century much of the Bedouin population was settled, semi-nomadic, and engaged in agriculture 


according to an intricate system of land ownership, grazing rights, and water access 


During World War I, the Negev Bedouin fought with the Turks against the British, but later withdrew from the 


conflict. Sheikh Hamad Pasha al-Sufi (died 1923), Sheikh of the Nijmat sub-tribe of the Tarabin, led a force of 
1,500 men from Al-Tarabin, Al-Tayaha, Al-Azazma tribes which joined the Turkish offensive against the Suez 


Canal.“ 


pyres ae DURING THE BRITISH MANDATE 


Bedouin#British 
Mandate 


The British Mandate in Palestine brought order to the Negev; however, this order was accompanied by losses in sources 
of income and poverty among the Bedouin. The Bedouin nevertheless retained their lifestyle, and a 1927 report 
describes them as the "untamed denizens of the Arabian deserts." The British also established the first formal 


schools for the Bedouin.2! 


The Negev Bedouin have been described as remaining largely unaffected by changes in the outside world until recently. 


Their society was often considered a "world without time."42 


Recent scholars have challenged the notion of the 

Bedouin as ‘fossilized,’ or ‘stagnant’ reflections of an unchanging desert culture. Emanuel Marx has shown that 

Bedouin were engaged in a constantly dynamic reciprocal relation with urban centers“ and Michael Meeker, a 

cultural anthropologist, states that "the city was to be found in their midst,"“ 

The British Mandate authorities, laws and bureaucracy favored settled groups above pastoral nomads and they found it 
hard to fit the Negev Bedouin into their system of governance, thus the Mandate’s policy regarding the Bedouin 


tribes of Palestine was often of an ad hoc nature.24 


But eventually, as had happened with the Ottoman authorities, the British turned to coercion. Several regulations were 
issued, such as the Bedouin Control Ordinance (1942), meant to provide the administration with "special powers 
of control of nomadic or semi-nomadic tribes with the object of persuading them towards a more settled way of 
life’. The ample powers of the Ordinance empowered the District Commissioner to direct the Bedouin "to go to, 


or not go to, or to remain in any specified area" Pal 


Mandatory land policies created legal and demographic pressures for sedentarization, and by the end of the British 
Mandate the majority of the Bedouin were settled. They built some 60 new villages and dispersed settlements, 
populated by 27,500 people in 1945, according to the Mandate authorities.24 The only exception were the Negev 


Bedouin who remained semi-nomadic. 


THE SIWA OASIS 


SIWA OASIS & THE BEDOUIN 


Siwi Berber jewelry 


https://en.wikiped 
ta.org/wiki/Siwa 
Oasis#Relations 
with the Bedout 
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Silver pendant with engraved Silver ring Silver ear ornament Silver disk and round 


Quran-box necklace (torc) 


MENTIONS OF SIMILAR BRACELETS COMING OUT OF SIWA: 


A number of places online mentioned the style of the Negev Bedouin Bracelets as being synonymous with the Siwa 


Oasis. The primary peoples of the Siwa are not Bedouin, but descendants of Berber Amazigh Tribesmen. 


SIWA RELATIONS WITH THE BEDOUINS 


“Siwans are preferentially endogamous, only rarely marrying non-Siwans.Nonetheless, Bedouin brides command a 


higher brideprice in Siwa than Siwan ones. 


According to older members of the Awlad Ali Bedouins, the Bedouin relations with Siwans were traditionally 
mediated through a system of "friendship", whereby a specific Siwan (and his descendants) would be the friend of 
a specific Bedouin (and his descendants). The Bedouin would stay at the Siwan's house when he came to Siwa, and 


would exchange his animal products and grain for the Siwan's dates and olive oil.” 


VIDEOS OF THE BEDOUIN AT SIWA OASIS 
1917 & THE NEGEV 1955 


Rough material 


https://www.iwm. | of the Siwa 
org.uk/collections/ Expe ditionot 
item/object/10600 


22563 


February and 
events in Gaza 
and El Arish of 
March and 
April, Egypt 


and Palestine 
Front, 1917. 


Beersheba 
https://wwwyoutu | Market ( 195 5) 


be.com/watch?v=k 
Rn19IMnIR40 


